[image: image1.png]CALUMET
COLLEGE



SYLLABUS FOR AMERICAN SOCIAL STRUCTURES 
Term:  Fall 2002



Course Number:  URS, PLS,ECN, SOC 200
Instructor:   Dr.  Lisa Schmit  

Office:  Room 520
Office Phone:  (219) 473-4280

E-mail:
lschmit@ccsj.edu and  lmsphd@yahoo.com (email to both or just to yahoo. I am able check my yahoo mail from anywhere )
Office Hours:  Wednesdays:  1-7 and by appointment
Instructor Background:   Dr. Schmit was awarded the B.A. in Political Science at DePaul University, a M.A. in political studies at Governor’s State University and a PhD in Public Policy Analysis at the University of IL at Chicago.  She is currently the Director of Urban Studies Program at Calumet College of St. Joseph and is teaching courses in urban studies and law enforcement. 
Course Time:     Wednesdays  9AM – 12PM

Course Description: This course will examine the social structures in America.  What are social structures?  According to Perry and Perry (pg 68), “Social Structure is the foundation underlying the network of organized relationships among the component parts of a social system.  It is the patterned and recurring way in which individuals and groups interact.”  Basically, we will be discussing different aspects of life in America.   The three main concepts explored throughout the course will be Freedom, Order and Equality.  We will examine social inequalities based on class, race and gender; we will investigate social institutions such as government, economy, family, and religion and deal with social movements and social conflict from the perspective of the social sciences (Political Science, Economics, Sociology, and History).

 You will have two major projects in this course. In addition, group exercises, in class assignments and class participation will count towards your grade.
Prerequisites:  N/A
Textbooks:
 Contemporary Society: An Introduction to Social Science. John Perry and Erna Perry, 10th Edition. Allan & Bacon, 2003.  

Learning Strategies:  Interactive Lecture Format, Group Discussions, In-Class Team Exercises, Collaborative Learning, Writing Exercises and Oral Presentations.

Student Responsibilities:

-Students are expected to attend class and participate in lively discussion

-Students are expected to come to class prepared and turn in assignments on time

-Cheating will not be tolerated and is grounds for a failing grade in the course
Competencies:

*Comprehend how social behavior is viewed from a political, economical, sociological and historical
perspectives

*Demonstrate the skills that will enable the student to apply critical thinking skills to the theoretical

 paradigms discussed in class

*Explain how race, ethnicity, nationality, socio-economic status, age, gender, sexual orientation or religion 

 interact to shape one’s individual identity

*Be able to discuss the role of cultural diversity in America  and to provide examples of how cultural

 diversity  impacts and shapes our communities

*Demonstrate knowledge of different ways in which individuals and social groups are formed and are

 influenced by our culture

*Analyze the impact of social institutions on individuals

*Analyze the challenges faced by communities in urban, suburban or rural areas in America

*Explain how government economic strategies affect not only our lives but also the global economy

*Appreciate the importance of economics in preparing an individual to exercise their role as an enlightened

 and participating citizen

*Use historical analysis and application of historical processes to discover change and evolution in


 American social structures and institutions throughout the 20th century

Purpose of Assignments:

Push you to be open minded

Practice thinking critically

Improve written communication skills

Improve oral communication skills
Utilize knowledge gained through this course

PROJECT #1 SOCIAL ISSUE

1>Pick a specific social issue that you are passionate about.  (5 points)  Write a short (less than a typed page) paper explaining the issue and YOUR opinion.   A good place to find out information is:  http://www.aclu.org

2>Find out what the current laws are regarding your issue. (10 points)

What has the Supreme Court ruled on this issue? http://www.supremecourtus.gov/
Is Congress doing anything regarding this issue? http://thomas.loc.gov/    What? Where in the lawmaking process is the bill?   What has the government done historically regarding this issue?  Type up a brief timeline of major events relating to your issue.

3>Write to your member of Congress regarding this issue.  (10 points) If there is House activity, write your Representative, if there is Senate activity, pick a Senator to write to.   If there appears to be no Congressional activity, pick a member and write to him/her anyway.  Hand in a copy of the letter.  Hopefully you will get a response before the end of the semester so you can share it with the class.  To find your member of Congress go to:  http://www.vote-smart.org/index.phtml

For tips on writing to your member of Congress visit:  http://www.aclu.org/action/tips.html

4>Create a picture or poster board depicting your issue. (15 points)   You can draw pictures, cut them out of magazines, take photos …..whatever. You should have at least 9 pictures.  I want you to be creative.  

Write up a report explaining what and why you chose the drawings you did and how it relates to social structures in America.   

5>Presentation:  (10 points) 10 minute speech explaining your issue and your picture /poster board to the class.

Extra Credit:  Find a song or poem that deals with your issue.   Play it or recite it during your presentation.

Type a short paragraph about the meaning of the song/poem and how it relates to your topic.

Project # 2:  HANDMAIDS TALE 

This assignment is worth 25 points (25% of your grade).

Since there are no exams in the course, this is your chance to show me that you have read and understood the course material.    Thus, make sure that you incorporate what you have learned into your answers.   Please type and double space your answers.   Your grade will be primarily based on content of your essay.    I expect you to think critically about this movie and compare it with life in America.   

After watching “The Handmaid’s Tale” answer the following questions:  

1>Compare and contrast American social structures with Gilead’s social structures.  

Make sure you discuss the role of the different social institutions (ex family government, economy religion) and the different norms, statuses, roles and groups.  Give specific examples both from American culture and the culture of Gilead.

2>Aunt Lydia states “before you had freedom to, now you have freedom from.”   What did she mean by this statement?   Compare and contrast to America and Gilead. Give specific examples.

3>Do you think that the scenario in the “Handmaid’s Tale” could really happen in America? Why or why not? Explain and give examples.

Class Policy for Assignments:  All class assignments must be completed by the due date – letter grades may be lowered one half-grade for every week the assignment is overdue.  If there are extenuating circumstances that require the student to ask for an extension of the deadline, it is the student’s responsibility to contact me (via phone, e-mail, in person, etc.) to arrange the terms of the extension.  The student MUST make arrangements for the extension BEFORE the due date arrives (i.e., no coming to class on the day the assignment is due and then asking me for an extension!). 
Assessment 

	

	pick topic
	5

	research laws
	10

	write member of congress
	10

	poster board
	15

	presentation
	10

	HandMaids Tale
	25

	quizzes/class participation /in class assignments
	25

	TOTAL POINTS
	100


Grading Scale:
A: 92-100   
 A-: 90-91  
B+:  88-89     B: 82-87         B-:  80-81    C+: 78-79

C: 72-77     
 C-: 70-71 
D+:  68-69     D: 62-67         D-:  60-61    F:  59 & below

Class Policy on Attendance:  Attendance for this class is mandatory, for the simple reason that we meet only once a week and it is easy to fall behind if you miss several classes in a row.  Students are expected to be on time for class. Students entering class late are expected to do so quietly and in a courteous manner.  

Class Policy on Electronic Devices:  My general feeling about cell phones, beepers, etc. can be expressed thusly: if it is an emergency, leave the room and respond to the pager/take the telephone call.  If it is not an emergency, wait until later to respond to the call.   If you can, I would appreciate it if your cell phone or pager could be set to a non-tonal setting (such as vibrate) so that class will not be disrupted.  

Course Outline:  The following schedule is based on the assumption that we will have lively discussions. In the event this does not occur, the syllabus may be revised to incorporate more assignments. It is important to come to class prepared to discuss the subject at hand and with any questions you may have. Quizzes may be given at any time so come to class prepared!!!!

	week of: 
	TOPIC 
	read prior to class
	Assignments due

	02-Sep
	social structure / culture
	1 3 4
	

	09-Sep
	Government
	14 15 16
	topic

	16-Sep
	Government
	
	

	23-Sep
	Economics
	17 18
	research laws

	30-Sep
	Religion
	13
	write MC

	06-Oct
	marriage family 
	12
	

	13-Oct
	Gender
	9
	

	20-Oct
	social stratification / race 
	7   8
	

	27-Oct
	Crime
	6
	

	03-Nov
	Presentations
	
	Presentations/Paper

	10-Nov
	watch handmaids tale
	
	

	17-Nov
	Personality / social movements
	5 10
	

	24-Nov
	Population Urbanization Environment
	11
	

	01-Dec
	Global Perspectives
	19
	

	08-Dec
	hand in Handmaid's Tale Paper
	
	Project 2


Center for Academic Excellence:  

Tutoring assistance is free to all students of Calumet College of St. Joseph. Call the Center for Academic Excellence (CAE), to make an appointment at 473-4287. The Center has experienced and well-trained tutors in most subject areas to help students who are struggling in a course or who are doing well and would like to do better. Regular weekly tutoring sessions are likely to improve your grade.
Statement of Plagiarism:
If an instructor or other Calumet College of St. Joseph personnel find that a student has plagiarized or been involved in another form of academic dishonesty, the instructor or other personnel may elect to bring the matter up for judicial review. The maximum penalty for any form of academic dishonesty is dismissal from the College. The procedures for judicial review are listed under the section of CCSJ handbook that addresses student grievances. (Academic Planner 2001/2002 p.27)

Citation Guidelines:

Calumet College of St. Joseph adheres to citation guidelines as prescribed by the particular discipline (i.e., MLA, APA, and Chicago Manual of Style or Turabian.).  All of these guidelines are available in the Calumet College of St. Joseph library or bookstore.  These texts outline how to cite references from a variety of sources, including electronic media. 

Withdrawal from Classes Policy: 
After the last day for class changes has passed (see College calendar), students may withdraw from a course in which they are registered with permission from the faculty member conducting the course. A written request detailing the reason(s) for the withdrawal must be filed with the Registrar. Written request for withdrawal must be received by the Registrar by the last day of classes prior to the final examination dates specified in the catalogue. Written requests may be mailed to the Registrar or faxed to the College fax number 219-473-4259. Students are to make note of the refund schedule when withdrawing from courses. The request is forwarded to the faculty member, who makes the final determination to accept or deny the request. If the request is honored, the student will receive notification of official withdrawal; if denied, the notification will indicate why the withdrawal is disallowed. Note: Degree Completion Division (DCD) students should consult the DCD Student Handbook for information on DCD withdrawals. 

An official withdrawal is recorded as a "W" grade on the student's transcript. Dropping a course without written permission automatically incurs an "F" grade for the course (see Refund Schedule).
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