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INTRODUCTION TO RESEARCH ON

CONTEMPORARY ISSUES IN LAW ENFORCEMENT MANAGEMENT
Term:  Fall 2002 


Course Number: LEMN 315 

Instructor:   Dr. Lisa Schmit 

Office Phone: (219) 473-4280

E-mail: lmsphd@yahoo.com and lschmit@ccsj.edu  (email to both or only to yahoo)

www.lschmitpage.homestead.com

Course Dates:  Thursday Mornings and Evenings, 8/22/02 – 9/19/02 

Course Time: 8:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. (IIT Campus); 6:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m. (Police Training Division)

Instructor Background: Dr. Schmit was awarded a B.A. in Political Science at DePaul University, a M.A. in Political Studies at Governor’s State University and a Ph.D. in Public Policy Analysis at the University of IL at Chicago.  She is currently the Director of the Urban Studies Program at Calumet College of St. Joseph, and is teaching courses in urban studies and law enforcement.

Textbooks:
Research Methods in Criminal Justice and Criminology, Frank Hagan, 5th Edition.  Allyn & Bacon, 2000.

Understanding Research Methods: An Overview of the Essentials, Mildred L. Patten, 2nd Edition.  Pyrczak Publishing, 2000.

Course Description: This is an introductory course in research methods. The emphasis will be on understanding the research process and how to design and evaluate research projects.  Topics include research design, conceptualization and measurement, literature reviews, sampling, experiments, survey research, questionnaire development, and data analysis.  Particular emphasis is placed on survey research. The goal of this course is to provide students with the necessary skills and knowledge to carry out their own research projects as well as apply this knowledge to real life situations. A research proposal is required.  We will endeavor to go through the basic steps of research.  You will have assignments due for each step.  There are due dates for each step. I will then provide feedback to you.  The final proposal is due the last day of class…but be aware that we will have an exam that day as well.  
Prerequisites:  N/A
Learning Outcomes/ Competencies:
Students in this course will:

· Develop skills that are fundamental to conducting and evaluating research projects

· Critique original research reports published in social science journals 

· Conceptualize a research problem and hypotheses

· Operationalize and measure variables for scientific analysis

· Design questionnaires for a survey

· Understand various research design techniques

· Write a research proposal

As you know, this is an accelerated class.  Thus, we will be covering a lot of material in a short period of time.  You will spend hours reading from your textbooks as well as working on assignments.  Your only consolation is that I too will be spending hours preparing for class ( 

Learning Strategies: Group Discussions, Individual Projects, Collaborative Learning,  and Lectures

Assessment

	exam
	30

	proposal
	50

	Class participation / In class assignments   
	20

	TOTAL CLASS POINTS
	100


Proposal Breakdown

	Proposal
	

	Intro / Lit review
	15

	Methods
	15

	Implications
	5

	Bibliography / Works Cited
	5

	Survey Questions
	10

	TOTAL Proposal Points
	50


Class Policy for Assignments:  Written assignments must be completed and delivered to the instructor on the due date.  If possible, try to email the assignments prior to the day of class. I may be able to look it over and give it back to you with feedback.  Should a student fail to complete and deliver an assignment in a timely manner, the grade may be lowered.

Grading Scale: 
A: 92-100   
 A-: 90-91  
B+:  88-89     B: 82-87         B-:  80-81    C+: 78-79

C: 72-77     
 C-: 70-71 
D+:  68-69     D: 62-67         D-:  60-61    F:  59 & below

Course Outline:
	
	
	
	
	Chptr discussed
	

	wk
	date
	due on this date
	topic to discuss
	Hagan
	Patten
	in class assignments

	1
	22-Aug
	
	Course Introduction and Overview   How to write prop /lit review /bib
	1 2
	1 4 5 6 7 12 13 14-16 AP B
	read over article/methods

	2
	29-Aug
	pick topic/ lit review
	surveys /measurement
	5 6 7 10
	8 17-22
	Questionnaires

	3
	05-Sep
	survey questions
	methodology/ validity
	3 4 8 9
	23-31
	Validity

	4
	12-Sep
	methods
	data analysis / evaluation
	11 12
	37-47 51
	

	5
	19-Sep
	Entire Proposal
	open textbook exam
	
	
	


Don’t Panic over the reading assignments. The book by Patten is very succinct. The chapters are usually 1 page long.

Class Policy on Attendance: It is a serious matter when a student misses even one session due to the accelerated format of the program.  If the student misses more than one session, the student is required to withdraw form the module by contacting the Academic Advisor and their instructor.

Class Participation: Class participation is imperative in my classroom.   I cannot nor will not lecture for 4 hours straight.

Thus, not only do I expect you to come to class prepared…..meaning you have read and basically understand the required reading assignments but you are also prepared to discuss the topics. This includes having your own questions and being able to answer questions.

Center for Academic Excellence:

Tutoring assistance is free to all students of Calumet College of St. Joseph. Call the Center for Academic Excellence (CAE), to make an appointment at 473-4287. The Center has experienced and well-trained tutors in most subject areas to help students who are struggling in a course or who are doing well and would like to do better. Regular weekly tutoring sessions are likely to improve your grade.
Statement of Plagiarism:
If an instructor or other Calumet College of St. Joseph personnel find that a student has plagiarized or been involved in another form of academic dishonesty, the instructor or other personnel may elect to bring the matter up for judicial review. The maximum penalty for any form of academic dishonesty is dismissal from the College. The procedures for judicial review are listed under the section of CCSJ handbook that addresses student grievances. (Academic Planner 2001/2002 p.27)

Citation Guidelines:

Calumet College of St. Joseph adheres to citation guidelines as prescribed by the particular discipline (i.e., MLA, APA, and Chicago Manual of Style or Turabian.).  All of these guidelines are available in the Calumet College of St. Joseph library or bookstore.  These texts outline how to cite references from a variety of sources, including electronic media. 

Withdrawal from Classes Policy: Please see the Degree Completion Program’s Student Handbook for withdrawal policy.  All withdrawals are completed through the Degree Completion Academic Advisor’s office.
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